THE WAR

BY CHRISTOPHER SHERMAN

PROLOGUE

WHEN THE PRINCE BECAME KING HE MADE GOOD LAWS AND WHEN THERE WAS TROUBLE MORDAN THE DWARF WOULD SAVE HIM.

ALL WAS PERFECT, BUT THEY DID NOT KNOW THAT IN THE LAND OF ORCDOR ORCS WERE GETTING READY FOR WAR. 

MEANWHILE, THE KING HAD A MEETING WITH MORDAN AND SOME MEN WHEN AN OLD MAN CAME IN. HE HAD A BLACK STAFF, A YELLOW BEARD, A WHITE CLOAK AND A GRAY POINTED HAT.  THE OLD MAN WAS NORNA THE WIZARD.
“NORNA MY FRIEND, COME IN”, SAID THE KING.  “WE NEED HELP IN THIS WAR.” THEN MORDAN SAID, “I WILL GO TO MY COUSIN DORDAN IN THE GOLDEN MOUNTAINS.”  “I WILL GO WITH YOU”, SAID THE KING.
THEY WENT.  AFTER TRAVELING FOR HALF AN HOUR THEY CROSSED A RIVER AND SAW THE GOLDEN MOUNTAINS.  WHEN THEY CAME TO THE GATE TWO DWARVES WERE GUARDING IT.  “WHO GOES THERE?” THEY ASKED. “MORDAN AND THE KING” MORDAN SAID. “TAKE US TO MY COUSIN DORDAN.” THEY TOOK THEM TO A BIG HALL WITH GOLDEN TABLES, GOLDEN CHAIRS, GOLDEN CUPS AND GOLDEN PLATES. THE GUARDS TOOK THEM TO A THRONE AT THE END OF THE HALL. IN IT SAT A DWARF WITH A WHITE BEARD. ON HIS HEAD WAS A GOLDEN CROWN WITH DIAMONDS IN IT. “MORDAN”, HE SAID, “WHAT CAN I DO FOR YOU?” “DORDAN,” MORDAN SAID, “WE ARE GOING TO WAR.  WILL YOU HELP US?”
CHAPTER 1

THE ALLIANCE
“YES I WILL HELP YOU”, DORDAN SAID, BOWING TO THE KING. “BUT WHAT WILL YOU GIVE US IN RETURN?” “WE WILL GIVE YOU OUR FRIENDSHIP FOREVER”, SAID THE KING. THEY WENT BACK TO THE CASTLE; DORDAN WENT WITH THEM.  WHEN THEY GOT BACK THE KING GOT A MAP AND PUT IT ON THE TABLE. FAR TO THE EAST WAS THE LAND OF ORCDOR, BUT THERE WAS A WAY FROM THE SOUTH. “WE WILL COME FROM THE EAST”, SAID THE KING, “AND YOU COME FROM THE SOUTH, AND WHEN WE ARE FIGHTING THEM YOU RUSH DOWN AND AMBUSH THEM.”  “GOOD PLAN”, SAID DORDAN.
CHAPTER 2

SETTING OUT
THE ARMY OF THE KING MOUNTED HORSES AND THE ARMY OF DWARVES WAS ON FOOT. THERE WERE 2,000 MEN AND 4,000 DWARVES. THE KING’S ARMY WENT EAST AND DORDAN’S ARMY WENT SOUTH JUST AS THEY PLANNED, BECAUSE THEY DID NOT WANT THE ORC ARMY TO KNOW THAT THE KING HAD AN ARMY OF DWARVES WITH HIM. THEN THE ORCS WOULD THINK THAT THEY WERE FIGHTING ONE ARMY UNTIL THE DWARVES WOULD RUSH DOWN ON THEM AND THE WAR WOULD BE OVER. AT LAST AFTER 3 DAYS OF RIDING THEY STOOD BEFORE THE GATE. THE ARMY STOPPED AND WAITED FOR SOMETHING TO HAPPEN.
CHAPTER 3

THE BATTLE BEGINS
IT WAS DARK. THERE WAS A RED GLOW IN THE SKY FROM A VOLCANO IN THE LAND. AN ORC LOOKED OVER THE BATTLEMENT AND SAW THE KINGS ARMY AT THE OTHER SIDE OF THE GATE. THE ORC BLEW A HORN VERY LOUD. IT ECHOED THROUGHOUT THE VALLEY. AT LAST THE GATE OPENED. AN ORC WITH THICK ARMOR CAME OUT.  “THE KING OF THE ORCS WANTS ME TO TELL YOU THAT YOU WILL NOT WIN THIS FIGHT”, HE SAID. THE KING DISMOUNTED. HE AND MORDAN WENT TO HIM. THE KING SAID, “WE HAVE DEFEATED THE DARK ARMY LONG AGO AND WE WILL DO THE SAME TO YOUR ARMY,” AND MORDAN CHOPPED OFF THE ORCS HEAD. THEN THEY SAW THE ORC ARMY COMING TOWARDS THEM. THERE WERE 20,000 ORCS. THE KING DREW HIS SWORD AND SAID, “PREPARE FOR BATTLE!”  AS SOON AS ALL OF THE MEN DREW THEIR SWORDS THE KING SAID, “CHARGE!” THEY RAN TOWARDS THE ORCS. MANY WERE KILLED DURING THE FIRST CHARGE. 19 MEN WERE KILLED AFTER KILLING 100 ORCS. THE ORC ARMY WENT BACK IN THE GATE. THE KINGS ARMY FOLLOWED. THEY JUST GOT THROUGH THE GATE AS IT WAS CLOSING. THE KING SAW ORCS WITH LONG SPEARS. THE KINGS ARMY GOT BACK ON THE HORSES AND CHARGED. 
PRETTY SOON THE KING GOT KNOCKED DOWN. MORDAN AND THE KING WERE FIGHTING BACK TO BACK. SOON THEY WERE SEPARATED. MORDAN GOT KNOCKED DOWN. HE WAS ABOUT TO BE KILLED BY AN ORC WITH A LONG SPEAR, BUT THE KING KILLED THE ORC AND HELPED MORDAN UP. THEY THOUGHT THAT THEY WOULD BE KILLED WHEN A CRY WENT UP. THEY LOOKED UP; IT WAS DORDAN AND HIS ARMY RUSHING DOWN TOWARDS THE ORCS.

CHAPTER 4

THE TIDE TURNS
WHEN DORDAN AND HIS ARMY OF DWARVES APPEARED THE ORCS KNEW THAT IT WAS AN AMBUSH. MANY ORCS WERE KILLED; THE ORCS RAN. DORDAN AND THE KING WERE SHAKING HANDS. THEY LOOKED UP AND SAW A TROLL. ARCHERS SHOT AT THE TROLL. THE TROLL KILLED THE ARCHERS. THE KING AND MORDAN GOT ON THE TROLL. THE TROLL GRABBED MORDAN AND THREW HIM TO THE GROUND. THE KING MANAGED TO CHOP OFF THE TROLL’S HEAD AND JUMPED OFF AND RAN TO MORDAN. “ARE YOU ALRIGHT?” HE ASKED. MORDAN GOT UP AND SAID THAT HE HAD A FEW SCRATCHES. THEY SAW THAT NORNA AND DORDAN WERE BEING ATTACKED BY SEVERAL ORCS. THEY RAN TO RESCUE THEM. MORE ORCS WERE COMING. THE KING LOOKED BEHIND HIM AND SAW THERE WAS AN ARCHWAY LEADING INTO A DARK TUNNEL. THE KING SAID, “INTO THE TUNNEL!” THEY RAN TOWARDS THE ARCHWAY. WHEN THEY GOT INTO THE TUNNEL THEY SAW A TROLL HITTING THE ENTRANCE. ROCKS FELL, BLOCKING IT AND IT WAS DARK.

CHAPTER 5

IN THE DARK TUNNEL
NORNA TURNED ON HIS STAFF; A BLUE LIGHT CAME FROM IT. “THERE IS A WAY OUT OF HERE”, HE SAID. “ONCE WE ARE OUT OF HERE WE WILL BE BEHIND THE ORCS AND WE CAN ATTACK THEM.” NORNA LED THE WAY INTO THE DARKNESS. SKELETONS WERE ON THE FLOOR OF THE CAVE. AT LAST THEY CAME TO A PLACE WHERE THERE WERE TWO WAYS; ONE TO THE RIGHT AND ONE TO THE LEFT. THEY TOOK THE LEFT PASSAGEWAY. AFTER WALKING FOR 5 MINUTES THEY SAW GREAT PILLARS. NORNA TOLD THEM THAT LONG AGO THE DWARVES ATTACKED THE ORCS AND GOT TRAPPED IN THE TUNNEL AND WERE SLAUGHTERED. AT LAST THEY CAME TO A BIG CHAMBER. SKELETONS OF DWARVES AND OF ORCS WERE ON THE FLOOR. IN THE MIDDLE OF THE CHAMBER WAS A TOMB; THEY WENT UP TO IT. NORNA RUBBED SOME DUST OFF AND READ, “HERE LIES FORDAN, SON OF SORDAN, LORD OF THE GOLDEN MOUNTAINS. DORDAN SANK TO HIS KNEES AND LOWERED HIS HEAD. FORDAN WAS HIS GREAT, GREAT, GREAT GRANDFATHER.
CHAPTER 6

NORNA FIGHTS A MONSTER
THE KING LOOKED ON THE FLOOR AND SAW A SKELETON OF A DWARF HOLDING A VERY OLD BOOK. “LOOK”, HE SAID. NORNA PICKED IT UP AND PUT IT ON THE TOMB. IT WAS VERY OLD. SEVERAL PAGES HAD BLOOD ON THEM. WHEN NORNA CAME TO THE LAST PAGE HE BEGAN READING. 
“WE ARE TRAPPED. THERE MUST BE AN-OTHER WAY OUT OF HERE. WE CAME TO THE CITY; WE CAME TO A BIG CHAMBER WHEN FORDAN GOT SHOT BY AN ARROW FROM AN ORC. WE KILLED THE ORC AND BURIED FORDAN IN A TOMB. 3 DAYS LATER WE WERE ATTACKED. THEY ARE COMING, WE CAN NOT GET OUT. THEY ARE COMING.” WHEN NORNA WAS DONE READING THE LAST SENTENCE EVERYONE WAS QUIET. A MOMENT LATER THEY HEARD A DRUM BEAT. “ORCS!” SAID THE KING, DRAWING HIS SWORD. A MOMENT LATER MANY ORCS WERE COMING. THEY CHARGED AT THE ORCS. AFTER KILLING 100 ORCS THEY RAN INTO ANOTHER PASSAGEWAY. AFTER RUNNING FOR 5 MINUTES THEY WERE SURROUNDED BY THOUSANDS OF ORCS. THEY WERE READY TO FIGHT FOR THEIR LIVES WHEN A ROAR CAME OUT AND THE ORCS DISAPPEARED INTO THE DARKNESS. “WHAT IS THAT?” THE KING ASKED NORNA. “THAT IS A LAVA MONSTER”, NORNA SAID. “RUN!” 
AFTER RUNNING FOR 10 MINUTES THEY CAME TO A BRIDGE. AFTER CROSSING IT NORNA FACED THE MONSTER. THE MONSTER HAD A BLADE OF FIRE. IT CAME DOWN ON HIS SWORD. THE MONSTER’S BLADE BROKE. “YOU SHALL NOT PASS!” NORNA SAID AS HE BROUGHT HIS STAFF ON THE BRIDGE. THE MONSTER FELL, WRAPPING A WHIP AROUND NORNA. THE KING RAN TO HIM AND CUT NORNA LOOSE, HELPED HIM UP AND THEY RAN TO THE EXIT.

CHAPTER 7

THE SURPRISE ATTACK
WHEN THEY CAME OUT THEY SAW THAT THEY WERE BEHIND THE ORCS. THEY SAW THAT THE DWARVES WERE STILL FIGHTING. THE KING SAID, “WE MUST ATTACK WHILE THE ORCS DON’T NOTICE US”. THEY DREW THEIR SWORDS AND CHARGED. THE ORCS LOOKED UP AND SAW THEM AND FORGOT ABOUT THE DWARVES. SEVERAL DWARVES GOT THEIR BOWS AND SHOT AT THE ORCS. MANY ORCS FELL. AND THEN THE KING AND MORDAN AND NORNA AND DORDAN WERE UPON THEM. MANY ORCS WERE KILLED. VICTORY WAS NEAR WHEN THEY LOOKED UP AND SAW THE KING OF THE ORCS HOLDING AN EVIL KNIFE. WITH IT HE THREW MANY MEN AND DWARVES ABOUT. DORDAN WAS GOING TO CUT OFF THE ORC’S HAND BUT THE KING OF THE ORCS GOT HIM AND  
THREW HIM 20 FEET AWAY. DORDAN HIT AGAINST A HARD ROCK AND LAY STILL. MORDAN RAN TO HIM. “DORDAN!” HE SAID. DORDAN DID NOT MOVE. IN A GREAT RAGE, MORDAN RAN TO THE KING OF THE ORCS AND CUT OFF HIS HAND. THE KNIFE FELL ON THE GROUND.

CHAPTER 8

THE FIGHT ON THE MOUNTAIN
THE KING OF THE ORCS RAN; THE ORC ARMY FOLLOWED HIM. AFTER THE BATTLE THEY SET UP CAMP. THEY PUT DORDAN ON A BED. DORDAN REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS AND SAID, “MORDAN, I’M AFRAID I WON’T LIVE MUCH LONGER. PROTECT THE KING” AND THEN HE PUT HIS HEAD BACK ON THE PILLOW. THE KING PICKED UP THE KNIFE AND THOUGHT THAT THE KNIFE WAS MADE IN THE VOLCANO. 
THEY WERE CAMPED ON THE FOOT OF THE VOLCANO SO THAT THEY COULD SEE IF ANY ORCS CAME. THEN A DWARF ON WATCH SAW SEVERAL ORCS COMING. HE RAN TO THE KING AND SAID, “ORCS COMING THIS WAY!” THE KING AND HIS MEN AND THE DWARVES WERE READY. THE ARCHERS SHOT AT THE ORCS; MANY FELL. FINALLY THE ORCS WERE UPON THEM. AFTER KILLING 102 ORCS ONE OF THE MEN SAID, “GO, WE WILL KEEP THEM OFF. YOU GO AND DESTROY THE KNIFE.” THE KING TOOK MORDAN AND NORNA WITH HIM AND THEY WENT UP THE PATH.

CHAPTER 9

INSIDE THE MOUNTAIN
FINALLY THEY CAME TO A DOOR LEADING INTO THE MOUNTAIN. IT WAS DARK AND HOT. NORNA TURNED ON HIS STAFF AND LED THE WAY INTO THE DARK. A MOMENT LATER THEY CAME INTO A CAVERN; IT WAS LIT BY THE LAVA. THE KING WENT TO THE EDGE AND WAS ABOUT TO THROW IT IN WHEN A VOICE SAID, “STOP!” THE KING TURNED AROUND; IT WAS THE KING OF THE ORCS. “IF YOU DESTROY IT THE VOLCANO WILL ERUPT”, HE SAID. “MAYBE”, SAID THE KING, “BUT AT LEAST WE WILL DIE AS HEROES”. “I’M AFRAID I CAN’T ALLOW YOU TO DO THAT”, SAID THE KING OF THE ORCS. “I CAN AND I WILL”, SAID THE KING. “THEN YOU WILL HAVE TO DEFEAT ME IN A DUEL”, SAID THE KING OF THE ORCS. THE KING THREW THE KNIFE AT HIM AND DREW HIS SWORD. THE KING OF THE ORCS WAS GOING TO HIT HIM, BUT THE KING JUMPED HIM AND KICKED HIM. AFTER KICKING HIM SEVERAL TIMES HE GOT THE KING OF THE ORCS TO THE EDGE AND KICKED ONE MORE TIME. THE KING OF THE ORCS FELL INTO THE LAVA AND THE KNIFE WAS DESTROYED. THE VOLCANO BEGAN TO ERUPT AND THEY RAN OUTSIDE.

CHAPTER 10

FRIENDSHIP WITH THE DWARVES
THE MEN AND DWARVES WERE STILL FIGHTING THE ORCS WHEN THE ORCS LOOKED UP AND SAW THE VOLCANO ERUPTING. THEY RAN. THE MEN AND THE DWARVES LOOKED BEHIND THEM AND SAW THE KING, MORDAN AND NORNA COMING TOWARDS THEM. THEY GOT BACK ON THE HORSES AND CHARGED AT THE ORCS. THE ORCS WERE AFRAID. THEY DID NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO ANY MORE. ALL OF THE ORCS WERE KILLED. 
FAR AWAY THE CASTLE OF THE KING OF THE ORCS WAS COLLAPSING AND THE GATE WAS CRUMBLING. AFTER THE GATE CRUMBLED THEY WENT BACK TO THE KING’S CASTLE AND THE WAR WAS OVER. THEY BURIED DORDAN DEEP UNDER THE GOLDEN MOUNTAINS AND THE DWARVES PROMISED TO HELP THE KING WHEN THERE WAS A WAR. 
THAT NIGHT THERE WAS A GREAT FEAST. THE KING ROSE AND SAID, “WE ALL WERE FIGHTING TO DEFEND THIS LAND TONIGHT. I DECLARE FRIENDSHIP WITH THE DWARVES.” THERE WAS A GREAT APPLAUSE WHEN THE KING ENDED HIS SPEECH. AND FROM THAT DAY FORTH THERE WAS PEACE BETWEEN MEN AND DWARVES.
THE END 
