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“Mommy, look at me!” Chris said with pride in his voice.  I turned around and there he was, sitting up on his bed for the first time by himself since the operation.  Just 5 minutes earlier I had tried to see if he could lift his legs over the side of the bed, but he couldn’t.  





The days and weeks following his life-changing operation in St. Louis in July     were full of events like this.  Many of you received email updates all along the way, but those of you whose email addresses we don’t have will be in the dark.  In short, Chris had a Selective Dorsal Rhizotomy operation which reduces or eliminates the spasticity in his legs.  This is done by cutting the nerves in his spine that transmit those “bad” signals.  Very amazing, but not without some risk.  He sailed through the operation and recovery, and we definitely felt “carried” by all the prayer from hundreds around the world.    See � HYPERLINK "http://www.stlouischildrens.org/articles/kids_parents.asp?ID=3640" ��http://www.stlouischildrens.org/articles/kids_parents.asp?ID=3640�.





Chris has regained the strength he had before the operation, and now we’re working on trying to gain new strength in his leg muscles.  Most of the spasticity is gone from his legs, leaving them loose and relaxed – a great improvement.  But now we see his “true” weakness.  He’s no longer able to use his spasticity to help him do things.  So all our effort now goes into strengthening his muscles.  Just as important, is helping him unlearn 10 years of bad walking patterns and teaching him the correct way to walk.  This is a long, slow process.  He gets 6 half hour sessions of therapy a week at school, and daily I supplement that with a half hour at home.  





Soon (date unknown) Chris will have his hamstrings lengthened in an operation here in Holland.  This will allow him to straighten his legs and learn to walk better.  It will also mean a time of weakness and rebuilding strength again.  Your prayer for energy, patience, perseverance, and grace would be appreciated!





Wanted:  Your email address





We would really like to have your email address for future updates and quick prayer requests.  Could you please send us an email (see our address in the bottom of the left column) so we can add you to our mailing list?  Let us know if you can open a Microsoft Word document, and would like to get this newsletter via email only in the future.     





Now turn the page over and read about Ed’s dream come true.    Terry

















       


 





























Our sending church collects our support at this address with check payable to:


The Trinity Church


P.O. Box 66400


Seattle, WA  


98166-0400  USA





Europeans can send support via: 


Jeugd met een Opdracht, Heidebeek, Heerde


Postbank 3171003 
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Chris’s Operation








 Please pray:





For patience and 


perseverance in therapy with Chris





For God to breathe  new life into his muscles





For the preparations for next year’s HIS School.
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  “You gotta have a dream, If you don’t have a dream, How you gonna have a dream come true.” (from South Pacific- Rogers & Hammerstein)





The words of that old song were frequently in my mind as we prepared for the first Humanities and Science (HIS) school at Heidebeek. It has long been a dream of mine to lead a school which would more effectively equip men and women to reach today’s world; to show them that the gospel still speaks to every area of life, and answers the deepest questions people are asking.





I recently heard that half of the students who come to YWAM’s foundational school, the Discipleship Training School, do not believe that the Bible is completely true. These are evangelicals! They don’t really believe that it has the answers to all of life. There has been a loss of nerve among Christians. This makes them hesitate to say we really DO have the truth that is for ALL people, which reveals God’s purposes for the world He has created. My desire has been for the HIS school to make a difference in this area.





On April 9th that school began at Heidebeek. With 9 students from 7 different countries and 4 continents, so we were certainly a culturally diverse group. We studied God’s purposes in His creation- through the Bible, through science, and through history. We examined worldviews in today’s world; watched movies that are influencing our culture. Why do these attract people? How can we respond?





Let me introduce you to a few of my students: 


Jason, a young American.  Though not expecting to learn much new, at the end he said he had been challenged in his thinking in a way he had never been before in his life. His life was changed.


Netty, from Holland, has gone back to working among the Muslim asylum seekers, who have come to the Netherlands seeking a new life. She came with many questions about the role of women in ministry, and has gone back with a new confidence in her call to the needy.


Ashok, an itinerant evangelist among the villages of rural India, wrote recently, “I am a different man since doing the studies.”  God enlarged his understanding of how the gospel can impact a people group. 





Six other stories could have been written, each of which would testify of how the school transformed their lives by renewing their minds (Romans 12:1 & 2). We can only give thanks for what the Lord has done! I saw a dream come true.





Thank you for your partnership which makes all this possible,   Ed Sherman




















Ed’s Dream Come True




















