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During the last months, we have seen once again the 

goodness and grace of God toward us, who provides our needs, 
answers prayers and accompanies us any time, in difficulties, in 
sadness, in challenges, in joy, in achievements... 
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... And God rewards the persevering prayers... 
25 years ago, we met Esperanza (Hope). Through her Mom, 

we became aware of the need of Esperanza’s children: 7 kids, all less 
than 10 years of age, that were very neglected because their parents 
were drug addicts. We welcomed all of the children with open arms. 
Their parents, however, continued in their wayward way for many years, 
even costing the father’s life.  

But things that are impossible for men are not for God. And 
the God of miracles heard the prayers (35 years worth) of Esperanza’s 
Mom, her children and many others. Two years ago, Esperanza entered 
a rehabilitation process and is now completely healthy and free.  

 

 
          Evie, Mauricio, Esperanza, Steve, Eleonora 
 
In August, we celebrated her wedding to her boyfriend, an ex 

alcoholic. It was a celebration full of happiness and gratitude as they 
made a commitment to go forward together to God. Seeing the change 
that God has done in their lives was fantastic. Furthermore, another fruit 
of this work is that today Yanira, the oldest daughter and her husband, 
are on our team. 
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This year, as we celebrate 22 years since the first house was 
bought to meet the immediate needs of Bogotá’s street kids, it also marks 
the death of one of the youth who was looked after in this house and 
eventually in 6 phases of the ministry.  

As a child of recyclers who were drug addicts, Pedro* lived on a 
day to day existence. Violence, drugs, and crime were his educators. He 
graduated from the class on “how to survive and need no one” as he took 
his first steps. 

Pedro went through some radical changes in his life when he 
entered full time care with us.  He had food, clothing, his own bed, and an 
education. He also received love and acceptance as well as psychological 
and spiritual help. For 6 years he lived in our homes. The ministry was his 
new family.  

However, for many reasons, he never overcame the pain of his 
first few years of life.  It was with much sadness that he went from our 
ministry into government care. It soon became a pattern for him to run 
away from the government institutions only to be returned to others. We 
have a saying in the ministry that “it is easy to take a child out of the streets 
but it is very hard to get the streets out of the child”. This was the case with 
Pedro. He was soon in a street gang and more and more into drugs.  

A few months ago, he came to our offices. He was skinny, 
looking for money. He talked with one of our workers and asked for 
forgiveness for things he had done. Last Christmas he had sent a letter 
encouraging a sibling that is still in the ministry to take advantage of what 
we offer, to follow the rules and obey, but most importantly, to seek God.  
Soon after, Pedro was killed in a street fight.  

Pedro had memorized over a hundred Bible verses, he knew 
what he had to do to get to heaven, he knew that Jesus loved him and died 
on the cross for his sins. He knew the way to forgiveness and restoration. 
Pedro's death was not instantaneous.  We believe he will be one of many 
that one day we may meet again in heaven.   
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We grieve, we reflect, we learn and we continue to reach out 
to other children whose lives have started the same way as Pedro's. We 
pray that their stories will end very differently, with many years of loving 
and serving the Lord, and that they will not die violently the very day 
they turn 17. 
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We are still in this first stage of establishing relationships in 

the inner city drug-infested den called “Bronx”, confident that God is 
working in the lives of those we meet and that He will open doors and 
hearts that can receive His salvation.   
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More kids from the local prostitute area are attending the 
Other Way. There is an average of 20 kids receiving acceptance, love 
and food. 

The house is looking good with a makeover in 
order to pass health and safety inspections. 
“The Jungle”, which is the new name for the 
auditorium, has some great additions to help 
build kids confidence and stretch them, 
including a 3-meter high swing bridge, texture 
wall, and Spandex hammocks. The purchase of 
both properties comprising the “Big Foot” 
project needs funds. We need US $35.000 
more to complete the purchase by this 

Christmas’ deadline. �
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It is great to see God at work in this club. 

We had to divide the Friday afternoon group into 
two. The kids are given the opportunity to play and 
make crafts as we form friendships with the 
children and their families.  

 
 
On Saturday afternoons they come to listen to 
Bible stories and to learn about Jesus. We are 
growing rapidly with over 200 children in the club. 
It’s a great pleasure to see God at work here. 
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We have received some young children in weekend care and 
some in fulltime care who are in different houses of the ministry. However, 
this is not the best, and the waiting list of children to enter into this initial 
residential care phase is full. Please join us in prayer for the house and 
staff to enable us to reopen this phase properly. 
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The school roll is growing with 23 students. The kids’ teachers 
are seeing progress and it looks like some of them will be ready for normal 
school next year. Others still have a long way to go as they learn social 
skills, better their academics, and overcome the many obstacles that 
prevent them from learning easily. 

Light and Life school is thankful first to God for his faithfulness 
and mercy and then to the Michigan team that He used to repair and 
beautify our installations by restoring one part of the roof which really 
needed it, and painting the entire school. GOD IS OUR PROVIDER AND 
MEETS OURS NEEDS. 
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The families’ team has been working on healthy ways for kids 
and parents to relate. Two mothers have started an individual discipleship 
plan. A young woman who attended our Light and Life School and whose 
family had distanced itself from God is being discipled and growing in the 
Lord. She will graduate from high school at the end of the year and will be 
the first in her family to do so. She strongly desires to do a YWAM DTS (a 
Discipleship Training School with Youth with a Mission) and to study and 
serve the Lord. 
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We thank God for His faithfulness. In the weekends the 
houses are full with various babies, toddlers, and teenagers coming in 
for care while their mothers work, thus enabling the families to stay 
together. During the week some of these children are in government run 
daycare centers. There are two adoptions in process, both of which 
have been drawn out processes.  In the next few months two girls will 
be in their new permanent families!�
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We are very proud of Yina’s success in finishing her nursing 
aid studies, placing first in her course. She is a real blessing to us, 
helping a lot with the babies on the farm, as she looks for work.  

 
Now is the time to give her wings so 
that she can fly on her own. She 
arrived in the ministry with her two 
brothers and later her sister 15 years 
ago, and then grew up in the 
knowledge of God, having strong 
roots based on her relationship with 
God and aware of God's promises 
for her life. We are also very grateful for her brother Juan who is in his 
Discipleship Training in Chile, after blessing us with a year working in 
the Other Way. 
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We want to thank Madeline for all of her hard work this last 
year; she has worked in administration, in the Other Way and as part of 
the Friendship and Trust team. We will miss her as she returns to 
France.  We hope to see her again soon! 

 
 

We also want to thank all of the individual people who have 
volunteered with us, such as Kaitlin, Jozeca, Linda, Thomas, and the 
great teams from  New Zealand’s (DTS), and the First United Methodist 
in Carrolton and Baltimore Baptist from the United States… We 
appreciate the great work that you all did! We also had various visitors 
and we had a great time sharing with them. 

 
Welcome to our newest volunteer, Sarah, from the United 

States. She is with us for a few months helping in the Other Way and in 
24-hour care. 
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·  We need God to send volunteers for 2010: educators, teachers, 
caregivers, and office support, and maintenance staff.  

·  For continued radical changes in the children’s and their families’ 
lives; involving miracles of healed hearts, emotions and minds.  

·  For the youth that are planning to do Discipleship Training 
Schools in 2010. 

·  For more regular donors and child sponsors, along with the funds 
for the Big Foot project and daily expenses (i.e. food, education 
and utilities). 
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The Big Foot project is the purchase and remodelling of two 
houses next to the prostitution district of Bogota. We use these houses for 
the drop-in and recreational center "The Other Way/The Jungle". This 
project has been struggling lately: We need your help!  We have a deadline 
in December 2009 to pay the remaining US $35,000 balance. Please 
consider giving to this project.  
 
 

Blessings, 
The Streetkids TeamThe Streetkids TeamThe Streetkids TeamThe Streetkids Team    

 

We'd love to hear from you: 
E-mail - streetkids@aol.com 

Telefax  + 57- 1- 213 5496, 213 5849 
 

Help us save costs! Sign up to receive this newsletter via email. Email 
streetkids@aol.com, subject “newsletter email list”, telling us your name 
and current address so that we can remove it from the hard copy list. 

 
 
 

MAILING ADDRESS FOR DONATIONS:  
UNITED STATES: 
Formando Vidas, Street Kids Ministry, c/o Robyn Patzig, 4520 Shadowridge 
Dr., The Colony, TX. 75056-4064, USA. Please make checks payable to 
“Formando Vidas”. Due to government regulations no other name can appear 
anywhere on the check. Just enclose a separate note specifying the 
designation of the gift (e.g. where most needed, staff person or project name). 
CANADA:  
Bogotá Street Children, C/O Project funding. PO Box 57100 Vancouver, BC. 
CANADA  V5K 5G6.   Email: donorservices@shaw.ca 
Please write the check in the name of YWAM and enclose a separate note 
specifying that the gift is for Bogota Streetkids. If you are sending support for a 
staff member or a special project, please contact us directly with the 
designation, by e-mail.   
UNITED KINGDOM: 
Bogota Street Children, C/O Accounting Department – YWAM. Highfield Oval, 
Harpenden, Hertfordshire England AL5 4BX. Please write the check in the 
name of YWAM. Due to government regulations no other name can appear 
anywhere on the cheque. Just enclose a separate note specifying that the gift 
is for Streetkids, Bogotá and its designation (e.g., general funds, project name, 
etc.) For UK donors we can provide standing order and covenant forms, please 
request them when you send your gift. 
OTHERS COUNTRIES: 
If you wish to send a donation, please send it by wire transfer to our bank 
account in the USA. Please e-mail us to request the necessary information. 
COLOMBIA: 
Por favor consignar en el Banco de Crédito en la cuenta corriente 
No.01801268-0 a nombre de la Corporación Formando Vidas.  Al mismo 
tiempo, les solicitamos que nos contacten para informarnos  con los datos de 
la consignación. 
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